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WELCOME TO 
KANGAROO ISLAND
One of the world's great wilderness destinations

Sea-lions basking on white beaches, koalas 

dozing in lofty eucalypts, pelicans soaring over 

shimmering lagoons¼ 

Kangaroo Island is a pristine wilderness ± a 

place that has offered protection to substantial 

populations of native Australian animals, a place 

of beauty and a place of escape.

Kangaroo Island (or `KI' as the locals call it) is 

also big and surprisingly diverse. If you traverse 

its 155km length you'll ® nd soaring cliffs, dense 

forest, towering sand dunes, wetlands and 

massive arcs of bone white beach. 

Remarkably, over half the Island is native `old-

growth' bushland, most of it preserved and 

protected. And thanks to an innovative program 

of responsible tourism, the experience you 

have today will be the same as the experience 

enjoyed by generations to come. 

Of course, KI also has an abundance of space. 

So you'll always ® nd somewhere to call your 

own ± somewhere to enjoy a little quiet time and 

let nature soothe your spirit.

But just because it's wild, don't underestimate 

the welcome.

Some 4,400 folk live here, most of them primary 

producers, many of them descended from 

Islanders who have farmed the land and ® shed 

the seas for generations. 

Towns like Kingscote, Penneshaw, Parndana 

and American River are places of relaxation 

and indulgence, for the locals and for you. But 

whether you're in town, in the country or on 

our fabulous coast, you'll discover a real holiday 

spirit ± not to mention accommodation options 

ranging from outdoor swags to lighthouse 

keeper's cottages to super-chic retreats. 

Naturally enough, being surrounded by fertile 

lands and rich waters, Kangaroo Island produces 

some of Australia's ® nest gourmet foods. 

Gastronomic adventurers should get ready to 

be amazed by the likes of freshly caught King 

George Whiting, sheep's cheese, marron, a 

unique variety of honey and an exciting range 

of varietal wines. 

As if this isn't enough on your plate, you'll also 

® nd rich histories, a thriving arts community, and 

Southern Ocean Lodge, one of Australia's most 

prestigious and exciting wilderness retreats. 

So we'd like to extend a wild and very warm 

welcome to Kangaroo Island ± Australia's 

premier wildlife destination. 

Experience and enjoy¼
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Kangaroo Island is a place where the people 

live in harmony with the wildlife, a paradise for 

nature lovers¼ the place to ® nd some peace 

and calmness.

Rina De Silva, New Straits Times , Malaysia

There really aren't enough adjectives to 

accurately describe the beauty of Kangaroo 

Island. In fact, words can almost spoil the 

moment. Even photos don't do this wildly 

gorgeous destination justice.

Isaac Bober, Symmetry, Australia

Clockwise from top: Hanson Bay; Southern Ocean Lodge; 
Australian Sea-lion; Marron; Remarkable Rocks; Kangaroo 
Island Marine Tours

BE A GUEST OF NATURE

This is the sort of space where just standing still and 

trying to take it all in is energising, spiritual almost.

Terry Marsh, Australia & New Zealand (Aust & NZ)
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AN AWARD-WINNING ISLAND

I've been pretty near soundless for days in fear of 

scaring away what I've come to see. They should 

simply rename this place `The Remarkable Kangaroo 

Island', to forewarn all visitors.

Terry Marsh, Australia & New Zealand  (Aust & NZ)

Southern Ocean Lodge brings boutique sophistication to the pristine 

paradise whose unspoilt nature and epicurean attractions make it a 

highly desirable destination¼

Harper's Bazaar, Australia

What sets Kangaroo Island apart is the combination of food, hospitality and 

wildlife ± where else can you go wine-tasting, scuba-diving, sur® ng and 

yachting in a single day?

Mark Chipper® eld, Taste of Australia, Australia

AN AWARD WINNING ISLAND

Best Australian Eco Destination 
2008 Travelling in Australia Magazine

Best Australian Experience 
2007 Corroboree Awards

Number 1 Island in Asia Paci® c
2008 National Geographic Traveller Magazine

Best Hotel in the World 
± Southern Ocean Lodge

2009 Tatler Magazine

q q q

q q q

q q q

q q q
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SEVEN REGIONS, SEVEN DAYS 
Time to take in the famous sights, time to have fun on the beach and most 
importantly, time to explore this rich and diverse island¼

WEST END (PAGE 80)
Incorporating Flinders Chase National Park, 
Cape Borda, Hanson Bay

People from all over the world travel to see the rugged natural beau ty and 

wildlife of the Island's West End. Fire swept through this area in Dec ember 

2007 resulting in what is now a site of regeneration and rebirth. Trul y a 

once-in-a-lifetime viewing experience.

Main attractions: Kelly Hill Caves, Remarkable Rocks, Admirals Arch, 

Cape Borda, Hanson Bay, Cape de Coudedic

SOUTH COAST (PAGE 86)
Incorporating D'Estrees Bay, Murray Lagoon, Seal Bay, 
Vivonne Bay, Flour Cask Bay

Home to many of the Island's most popular attractions, including 

Australia's best beach, Vivonne Bay. 

Main attractions: Seal Bay Conservation Park, Little Sahara, 

`Australia's best beach' Vivonne Bay

NORTH COAST (PAGE 72)
Incorporating Emu Bay, Smith Bay, Cape Cassini, Stokes Bay, 
Snelling Beach, Middle River, Western River Cove

Exploring the magni® cent North Coast is an unforgettable experience. 

Rolling hills, secluded bays, and views for miles. This is where you can take 

some time out to just enjoy. 

Main attractions: Constitution Hill, deserted sandy coves, roc k pools, 

Stokes Bay, ® shing, water sports

KINGSCOTE & DISTRICTS (PAGE 50)
Incorporating Brownlow, Bay of Shoals, Cygnet River

Situated on the shores of beautiful Nepean Bay and enjoying panoramic 

views, Kingscote is the Island capital, commercial hub and home to 

1,800 people. To the north is Reeves Point (old Kingscote), one of the 

most important heritage sites in South Australia. 

Main attractions: colonial history, penguin tours, pelican fee ding, 

jetty ® shing, galleries, shopping



5www.southaustralia.com

THERE'S ALWAYS SOMEWHERE TO GO

GIVE YOURSELF TIME¼ 
YOU DESERVE IT
With so many places to explore and 
experiences to be had, you need to allow 
yourself time. That's why we say¼

· 3 days will give you a taste

· 5 days will show you the sites, but

· 7 days will allow you to truly discover the   
   magic of this nature wonderland

It'll be a week you never forget.

AMERICAN RIVER (PAGE 44)
Incorporating Pelican Lagoon, Pennington Bay

A narrow tidal channel separating Pelican Lagoon and Eastern Cove 

forms the Island's most protected harbour. American River villa ge 

nestles on the hillside in native bushland, offering superb view s of 

Eastern Cove and the mainland. 

Main attractions: birdlife, nocturnal wildlife spotting, sa iling/® shing, 

fresh oysters, historic walks

HEARTLAND (PAGE 66)
Incorporating Parndana

Classic Island countryside, the agricultural hub and (some argue) the soul 

of KI. Parndana provides convenient access to the north and south coasts 

and is also the home of the annual Speed Shears event ± the richest 

shearing event in Australia.

Main attractions: settler's history, rural hospitality, koalas, e xploring 

country tracks, marron farm, cellar doors

DUDLEY PENINSULA (PAGE 30)
Incorporating Penneshaw, Island Beach, Baudin Beach, 
Brown Beach, Cape Willoughby, Antechamber Bay

From the seaside village of Penneshaw to `millionaires row' at Isl and 

Beach to magni® cent Cape Willoughby, it's easy to see why this is a 

favourite spot for South Australian holiday makers.

Main attractions: ® shing, little penguins, Antechamber Bay, 

Cape Willoughby Lighthouse, cellar doors and galleries
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WILDLIFE¼ NATURALLY
Kangaroo Island is the place where you can quietly ̀go bush' and see native 
Australian animals and birds as they were meant to be seen. In the wild.

Kangaroo Island is a true wildlife sanctuary. 

Owing to its isolation from the mainland, the 

Island has suffered less from the impact of 

European settlement and retains more than half 

of its native `old-growth' vegetation ± a vast area 

of some 2,250 square kilometres. 

Similarly, the Island has been spared the damage 

done by foxes and rabbits, ensuring the integrity 

of native bushland. 

Result? Animal and bird populations have 

thrived. 

Today, more than one-third of the Island is 

declared Conservation or National Park and it 

has ® ve signi® cant Wilderness Protection Areas. 

So Kangaroo Island continues to be a special and 

protected place. 

Enter and be amazed¼

Animals everywhere
Kangaroo Island Kangaroos: the Island's 

isolation has seen some species evolve 

differently from the mainland species. This is 

evident in the KI Kangaroo, a subspecies of the 

Western Grey Kangaroo which is smaller, darker 

and has longer fur than its mainland counterpart. 

Kangaroos and wallabies can be found over most 

of the Island.

Tammar Wallabies: the Tammar Wallaby has 

smaller and ® ner features than the kangaroo and 

is abundant on the Island. Mainland populations 

are extinct in south eastern Australia, with only a 

small population surviving in Western Australia. 

Australian Sea-lions and New Zealand 

Fur Seals: both species native to Kangaroo 

Island and most famously seen in great numbers 

around Admirals Arch and magni® cent Seal 

Bay. At the latter you can join Park's Guides 

on beach tours to observe animals basking, 

playing and returning from their overnight ® shing 

expeditions. Over 7,000 fur seals live and breed 

around Cape du Couedic.

Heath Goannas: a magni® cent lizard that grows 

up to a metre. A predator of smaller reptiles, 

young birds and eggs, it is often seen on warm 

days basking or scavenging on dead animals 

along the roads.
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Echidnas: an egg-laying mammal occasionally 

seen in the understorey foraging for ants with 

its sticky tongue. Kangaroo Island echidnas have 

distinctive `blonde' spines.

Koalas: one of the Island's most famous 

characters. The koala (like the platypus and 

Ringtail Possum) is an introduced species and 

their numbers have truly exploded. Unlike on the 

mainland, you don't have to try too hard to get 

your ® rst glimpse of a wild koala. 

Other natives: Brushtail Possum, Short Beaked 

Echidna, Southern Brown Bandicoot, Western 

and Little Pygmy Possum, Bush and Swamp 

Rat, six bat species, six frog species, Black Tiger 

Snake and Pygmy Copperhead. 

Clockwise from top left: Kangaroo; Koala; Encounter Wildlife 
up close; Echidna

MUST VISIT
Flinders Chase National Park

± West End ± Page 16

Hanson Bay Wildlife Sanctuary 

± West End ± Page 82

Kangaroo Island Penguin Centre  

± Kingscote & Districts ± Page 65

Parndana Wildlife Park 

± Heartland ± Page 71

Paul's Place 

± North Coast ± Inside Back Cover

Penneshaw Penguin Centre 

± Dudley Peninsula ± Page 43

Raptor Domain 

± South Coast ± Page 94

Seal Bay Conservation Park  

± South Coast ± Page 16

MUST DO
Alkirna Nocturnal Tours 

± American River ± Page 46

Kangaroo Island Nocturnals 

± Kingscote & Districts ± Page 53

TIPS TO OBSERVE WILDLIFE
· The key is to get out of your car and walk amongst the  
 Island's many National and Conservation Parks.
· Take advice from National Parks, accommodation and  
 tour staff and stick to designated walking trails rather  
 than making your own.
· Guided tours take you to places that are known wildlife  
 habitats and experienced guides and interpretive signage  
 allows you to gain greater insight into animal behaviour  
 and ecology.
· Wildlife is most visible during winter. In summer, you are  
 more likely to see wildlife at dawn or dusk.
· Most of the Island's wildlife is nocturnal ± so consider  
 taking a nocturnal tour.
· Wildlife is most successfully observed from a distance, so  
 take your binoculars for a closer look.

MOST IMPORTANTLY
· Always put the animal's welfare ® rst. Move slowly and  
 quietly and please don't feed them as human foods   
 can cause illness ± even death. Feeding the wildlife also
 interrupts their natural behaviour patterns, which are
 essential for their survival in the bush.

WILDLIFE
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A COAST WITH THE MOST 
At 540km, the KI coastline is big enough to bestow a real sense of peace, 
wild enough to harbour a few secrets and small enough to tour¼ 

Kangaroo Island's coastline has everything: from 

surf-pounded cliffs to becalmed coves, from 

famous sweeps of sand to secret rocky inlets. Yet 

in spite of the diversity, you don't have to travel 

far to enjoy spectacular contrasts.

The possibilities for recreation are equally 

diverse ± surfers, ® shermen, wreck-divers, 

wildlife lovers and of course people who simply 

love to feel sand between their toes, they all relish 

the Island fringes.

Here are just a few coastal surprises in 

store for visitors¼.

· The contrast between the rugged 

south-western cliff scenery 

and the serene expanses 

of sand on the North 

Coast. 

· The experience of 

having a beach to 

yourself 

± one that quite 

literally has no 

footprints, other 

than those 

left by Little 

Penguins 

returning to 

roost.

· The sight of 

kangaroos 

hopping out of 

the bushland at dawn 

onto clean white sands.

· The magni® cent lighthouses ± the most 

visible symbols of a dramatic, often 

brutal maritime history.

· The sublime turquoise colour that 

occurs when shallows wash over 

white sand. 

· Kite- ̄ying! A real joy when the warm 

breezes are blowing¼

· Vivonne Bay ± the beach that impressed 

Sydney University Professor Andrew 

Short so much he voted it Australia's 

Best Beach.

· And of course, iconic Admirals Arch, 

Seal Bay and Remarkable Rocks¼

Fabulous Kangaroo Island water 
± get into it!
Fishing:  whether you want to dangle a line 

from a jetty, cast a line from one of the 

numerous beaches, or charter a deep-sea 

boat, Kangaroo Island will surrender some of 

the ® nest eating and game ® sh in southern 

waters. Look forward to landing the fabled 

King George Whiting, and, if you're sailing 

into deep water, trevally, snapper and the 

world's biggest samson ® sh. 
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Sailing: clear water, awesome scenery 

and isolated coves make for impressive 

sailing. Nepean Bay has year-round sheltered 

cruising for day sailing, and the north coast 

provides numerous spectacular anchorages 

on longer voyages. 

Swimming: generally, the north coast provides 

safe areas for all ages, while the south coast 

is more rugged, with some areas requiring 

particular care. 

Snorkelling: with abundant marine life close 

to shore and crystal clear water, the Island's 

beaches and coast offer great snorkelling. Be 

sure to pack your mask! 

Scuba-diving: the waters off Kangaroo Island 

provide some of the best temperate-water diving 

in Australia. Descending to 20-24 metres, you'll 

enjoy walls of gorgonian coral and magni® cent 

® sh including blue devil, harlequin, truncate 

coral® sh and boar® sh. A spectacular sight is the 

elusive Leafy Sea-Dragon, endemic to these 

waters. Over 60 recorded shipwrecks have 

occurred around the Island's coastline, some of 

them accessible to divers.

Sur® ng: Kangaroo Island sur® ng is a well-

kept secret, prized for its quality and quantity 

of uncrowded surf-breaks. Stokes Bay and 

Vivonne Bay are suitable for beginners, with 

beach breaks producing quality waves for more 

advanced surfers. There are numerous sur® ng 

spots on the Island for experienced surfers and 

most are accessible by car.

(A Kangaroo Island sur® ng guide is available 

from www.tourkangarooisland.com.au) 

THE COAST

Clockwise from left: Fishing, Hanson Bay; Western River 
Cove; Remarkable Rocks; Surfing, Pennington Bay

COASTAL ADVENTURES

Fishing Charters

Cooinda Fishing Charters 
Ph (08) 8553 1072 ± Page 46

Fleurieu Star Marine Adventures 
Ph (08) 8598 0229 ± Page 97

The Kings Fishing Charters 
Ph (08) 8553 7003 ± Page 46

Tory M Fishing 
Ph (08) 8553 7041 ± Page 48

Dolphin Tours

Kangaroo Island Marine Tours 
Ph 0427 315 286 or 0418 816 515 ± Page 103

Or for something a bit different:

Wallaby Bob's Night Fishing Tours 
(08) 8553 1032 ± Page 33

Kangaroo Island Outdoor Action 
± South Coast (08) 8559 4296 ± Page 93

Flour Cask Bay Sanctuary
± South Coast (08) 8553 7278 ± Page 91
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WILDFLOWERS, 
BIRDS + BEES
267 species of birds, 891 species of native plants, 
and a species of bee found nowhere else on the planet...

Birds
Kangaroo Island is a paradise for bird-watchers. 

Some 267 recorded species of birds can be 

found among a diverse range of habitats, 

including coastal cliffs, beaches and estuaries, 

heath and mallee, river and creek systems and 

wetlands and lagoons. Some of the better-

known locations for bird-watching are Duck 

Lagoon, Murray Lagoon and Pelican Lagoon. 

Kangaroo Island is excellent for waders and 

seabirds, while bush birds thrive in the large 

parks. One of the most prized sightings is the 

very rare Glossy Black Cockatoo. 

Two of the Island's most famous residents 

include:

Little Penguins: found around the coastline, 

living and breeding in burrows under shrubs, 

rocks and other sheltered places. Their noisy 

call can be heard at night. Guided tours are 

conducted each evening at Kingscote and 

Penneshaw. Note: Guided tours are not available 

from the 1st ± 21st February 2010 due to 

penguin breeding cycles.

Pelicans: feeding time at Kingscote makes for 

one of the noisiest, jolliest events on the island. 

Every evening, visitors gather on the rocks to 

watch the local `Pelican Man' throw ® sh-bits  

to his very appreciative crowd¼

Plants and wild ̄owers 
Kangaroo Island is home to 891 native plant 

species, as well as approximately 250 that have 

been introduced from other parts of the world. 

Over 400 island species are found in Flinders 

Chase National Park, making it the most 

representative area of original  ̄ora. 

Because of its isolation from the mainland, 

Kangaroo Island has 46 endemic plant species. 

Some, like the tetrathecas, are very beautiful; 

others, like the prickly Kangaroo Island 

conestick, are more remarkable for 

their uniqueness. 

Wild  ̄owers are to be found in every season, 

although September and October enjoy 

spectacular  ̄owering displays. Spring is the 

best time to see the golden wattle (Australia's 

 ̄oral emblem); many species of wattle provide 

a mass of vivid yellow from Penneshaw to 

Cape Borda. 

Other  ̄owering plants to bring a splash of colour 

to the bush include scarlet bottlebrush, orange 

and red cockies tongue, purple fringe-lily, green 

and red correa and azure daisy bush. 

There are also more than 60 different species of 

orchid found on the island. 
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The Ligurian Bee
The Ligurian Bee story starts in 1884 when the 

South Australian Chamber of Manufacturers 

sent Ligurian bees to two Kangaroo Island 

farmers, John Buick of American River and 

John Turner of Smiths Bay. One year later, 

other Island residents received Ligurian Queen 

bees imported from Bologna, Italy, resulting 

in the South Australian parliament proclaiming 

Kangaroo Island a sanctuary for these unique 

Ligurian bees in September, 1885.

In October 1885, August Fiebig began 

commercial queen breeding near Penneshaw, 

but ceased operating in 1890 due to 

geographical isolation and dif® culty, in those 

days, accessing the Island. 

Since then, no other breeds of bee have been 

introduced to Kangaroo Island. Because of the 

Island's isolation, all present-day honeybees are 

descendants of those early imports.

These bees are pure Ligurian and, as such, are 

unique in the world.

Ligurian Bees are renowned for their gentle 

nature and productivity. These characteristics, 

and the purity of the strain, make them a 

valuable genetic pool for breeding purposes. 

Mated queen bees are regularly exported 

interstate and overseas. 

In recognition of the bee sanctuary status, 

legislation was introduced in 1931 prohibiting 

the importation of bees and second-hand 

bee-keeping equipment to the Island. Since 

then, the identi® cation of Foul Brood Disease in 

mainland hives have necessitated the banning of 

all bee products to the Island, to ensure that the 

Ligurian Bee remains disease free.

WILDLIFE

Clockwise from left: Ligurian Bee; Black Cockatoo; 
Little Penguins; Honey Eater; Wildflower

MUST VISIT
Clifford's Honey Farm 

± Kingscote & Districts ± Page 64

Emu Bay Lavender ± North Coast ± Page 77

Island Beehive ± Kingscote & Districts ± Page 63

Kangaroo Island Lavender Farm 

± Kingscote & Districts ± Page 64

Stokes Bay Bush Garden ± North Coast ± Page 76

Or for something a bit different...

Emu Ridge Eucalyptus Distillery 

± Kingscote & Districts ± Page 64
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A WILD 
ISLAND WITH 
WILD STORIES
There's enough history on Kangaroo 
Island to fascinate you for days...

Aboriginal Inhabitation
The ® rst European explorers found the Island 

to be uninhabited, as evidenced by the lack of 

camp® res and tameness of the wildlife. Since 

the 1930s, Aboriginal campsites have been 

discovered in a number of areas around the 

Island, including one near the seal colonies of 

Cape du Couedic. Today, it's believed Aboriginal 

people were living on the Island at least as long 

as 16,000 years ago (before the Island was 

separated by rising sea levels) and as recently as 

2,000 years ago. 

Why the Aboriginal people abandoned Kangaroo 

Island ± and how they left ± remains a mystery. 

Intriguingly, mainland indigenous peoples called 

it `Karta' or `Land of the Dead'.

Modern exploration
In 1800 the British Government commissioned 

Captain Matthew Flinders to explore and map 

the southern coastline of Terra Australis in HMS 

Investigator. Flinders made the ® rst recorded 

European sighting of the Island in March 1802. 

He came ashore on the north coast, and named 

it Kangaroo Island. 

On the afternoon of 8 April 1802, as the 

Investigator tracked towards the mainland, a 

sail appeared on the horizon. It was the French 

corvette, Le Geographe, under the command of 

Nicolas Baudin. 

Despite Britain and France being at war, both 

parties soon realised that neither had hostile 

intentions. Information was exchanged about 

their explorations, with Flinders advising Baudin 

of the large island nearby with the opportunity to 

replenish supplies with fresh meat and water. 

Baudin returned to the Island in the summer of 

1802-3, mapping much of the rugged south and 

west coastlines. Many of the features along this 

part of the coastline carry French names as a 

consequence of this visit. 

Early European settlement
The ® rst non-Aboriginal people to live on 

Kangaroo Island were sealers, escaped convicts 

and runaway sailors, who sought refuge here 

in the early 1800s. They led a self-suf® cient, 

lawless existence, eating the local wildlife, and 

trading salt and skins for spirits and tobacco. 

Aboriginal women were frequently kidnapped 

from the mainland and Tasmania.

Australia's ® rst free 
European settlement
The South Australian Company was established 

by an Act of Parliament in England in 1834. 

Its charter was to establish the ® rst colony 

somewhere along the coast between the Great 

Australian Bight and Port Phillip Bay. By 1836 the 

company had acquired a  ̄eet of ships and chose 

Kangaroo Island to start Australia's ® rst free 

European settled colony.

On 27 July 1836 the barque Duke of York 

anchored in Nepean Bay and began the ® rst 

formal settlement in South Australia at the place 

now known as Reeves Point. Several other 

ships soon joined the Duke of York. Passengers 

were `Capitalists' (as de® ned in the Company 

Prospectus) or carefully selected workers, many 

with families.

Challenged by a shortage of water and building 

timber, the formal settlement was to last 

less than four years. At its peak, some 300 

people lived there, and 42 dwellings and other 

buildings were constructed. Some persistent 

individuals stayed on and formed the basis of a 

community that prided itself on a strong sense 

of independence.

Reeves Point remains as testimony to the 

hopes and aspirations of the early pioneers. In 

1982 the site was placed on the South Australian 

Heritage Register. Poignant reminders of the 

early days include the ® rst European cemetery, 

site of the ® rst post of® ce, early house sites, 

original jetty remains, and the mulberry tree that 

grew from a cutting brought out from England 

with the ® rst settlers.

Shipwrecks
Since the ® rst recorded shipwreck in 1847, 

over 60 ships have been lost around the coast 

of Kangaroo Island, many with loss of life. The 

largest vessel to be wrecked off the coast was 

the 5,800 tonne Portland Maru in 1935, which 

began taking water near Cape du Couedic before 

sinking close to Cape Torrens. One of the more 

notable, tragic events occurred to the Loch 

Vennachar, which sailed into cliffs on the west 

coast in 1905 with the loss of all 27 crew. Only 

one body was found and buried, unidenti® ed, in 

the sandhills of West Bay.
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Working the land
In the early days, as farmers battled to clear 

the land, their livelihood was principally derived 

from the bush. They felled and sold timber, 

snared possums, kangaroos and wallabies for 

their skins, collected yacca gum and distilled 

eucalyptus oil.

At the end of the 19th century, the Island's 

pastoral industry was growing around sheep 

farming (wool was easily shipped to the 

mainland) and grain. After World War II, this was 

consolidated when the government established 

a war service land settlement scheme. 

Ex-soldiers were to farm the undeveloped land 

on the Island's central plateau: 174 soldier 

settlers and their families came to the Island 

and were each allocated 1,200 acres with 

boundary fencing, two dams, a small house and 

implement shed, and were required to clear and 

develop 800 acres for pasture. The cost of the 

house, shed and fencing had to be paid back 

over 30 years. 

The Parndana Soldier Settlement Museum 

provides an excellent insight into these times. 

Lighthouses
The ® rst lighthouse to be built in South Australia 

was in 1852 at Cape Willoughby. The 27-metre 

high tower is open for tours daily and provides 

spectacular views. Cape Borda Lighthouse 

opened on 5 July 1858. A small cannon that 

stands nearby was used to signal ships of 

danger. Cape Borda forms part of Flinders 

Chase National Park. Tours of the lighthouse and 

museum are conducted daily. Nearby is Harvey's 

Return, the old landing site for the lightstation 

and the historic lightkeeper's cemetery. Cape du 

Couedic opened in 1909. The remains of a jetty, 

water tank and storeroom can be seen at Weir's 

Cove, a spectacular site, from where the building 

materials and other supplies were hauled by 

 ̄ying fox to the top of the cliffs. 

A WILD ISLAND

Left to right: Flinders Chase Interpretive Centre; Flagstaff Hill 
at Reeves Point, Kingscote; Mementos of a bygone era; Cape 
Borda Lighthouse


